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● “Sinte Gleska University was 

started by its founding fathers…to 

strengthen the Sicangu (Rosebud) 

Nation in all aspects of life.  As 

such, this initiative will assist us in 

bringing two of the essential points 

of life, the sky and the earth, 

together spiritually and 

technically.”

Dr. Lionel Bordeaux, President,  

SGU





Memorandum of Understanding

October 2000

Wolakota - A new way of doing business











Ki Yanka O Canku (Race track)

Mato Tipi Paha (Devil’s Tower)

Paha Zipela (Slim buttes)

Paha Sapa (Black Hills)

Pe Sla (Old Baldy)

Hinhan Kaga Paha (Owl Butte)

Mato Paha (Bear Butte)

Mni Kata (Hot Springs)

Pte Tali Yapa (Buffalo Gap)

Wakiyan Paha (Thunder Butte)
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146 PARTICIPANTS 

33 COUNTRIES







Covid 19

Women Empowerment

Youth/Education

Climate Adaptation

Agriculture

Disaster Risk Management

Indigenous Data Sovereignty



Indigenous Data Sovereignty

● The right to Indigenous Peoples and Nations to govern the 

collection, ownership, and applications of their own data

○ Inherent right to govern their lands, resources and people

○ Community held information 

○ Treaties, court cases, recognition and human rights framework

○ Knowledge belongs to the community



Questions for Us…

● How can data facilitate nation building?

● How can tribes influence the better collection of data on their people 

and resources by third parties?

● What are the opportunities and challenges inherent in data building 

and data governance?

● Build a community of practice for Indigenous data sovereignty and 

Indigenous nations' governance of data?

● Share data initiatives in Indian Country and across international 

Indigenous communities?



When Tribal nations collect data, we are telling our 

story in our own way. 

As promoters of data, we are information gatherers 

and information keepers. 

Just as our ancestors, we look at essential 

information to tell the stories. 

These new stories are being told to sustain our people 

and forge our future.



Windows of Opportunity

















Rising Voices 3 Conference

















Our Collective Situation

● The need to restore the balance of care and respect for 

people and the Earth

● Human problems and environmental problems have not 

improved in spite of new technologies and increasing 

wealth

● Need to raise the consciousness of people

● We need all ways of Knowing



Continuing the Work

● Future research, education, and practice should be highly interwoven 

and requires emphasis on integrated and synthetic efforts

● Creative expertise from all relevant disciplines must be engaged to 

solve the common challenges facing research and education

● Advancement depends on extensive technology, observing systems, a 

trained workforce, and coordinated community participation

● Effective partnerships and communication among Tribes/Indigenous, 

academic, governmental, and private organizations are needed to 

address major challenges facing our world





Wopila Tanka Eciciyapelo

Email: james.rattlingleaf@Colorado.edu




