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Private Remote Sensing System License Summary of 

GeoEye-1 
 
  On May 26, 2004 the National Environmental Satellite, Data and Information 
Service of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, and agency of the 
Department of Commerce, granted a license to ORBIMAGE Inc. d/b/a/ GeoEye to 
operate a private, commercial, space-based, remote sensing system named OrbView-5, 
now known as GeoEye-1.  On May 14, 2010 the GeoEye-1 license was updated to reflect 
the corporate name change of ORBIMAGE Inc. to GeoEye Imagery Collection Systems 
Inc.  On January 31, 2013 DigitalGlobe, Inc. completed its acquisition of GeoEye, Inc. 
and its subsidiaries.   
 
 GeoEye-1, launched September 6, 2008 from Vandenberg Air Force Base, 
California, collects large areas of up to 350,000 sq. km. per day, or over 125 million sq. 
km. per year.  GeoEye-1 collects 0.41-meter ground resolution black-and-white 
(panchromatic) images and 1.65-meter color (multispectral) images.  Designed to take 
digital images of the Earth from 423 miles (681 kilometers) and moving at about four-
and-a-half miles (seven kilometers) per second, the satellite’s sensor can distinguish 
objects on the Earth's surface as small as 0.41-meter, or 16 inches, in size.  Due to U.S. 
licensing restrictions, commercial customers may only receive imagery from GeoEye-1 at 
half-meter or greater ground resolution  
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